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Romford Residents’ Association serves the wards of Brooklands, Pettits,
Romford Town, and Squirmels Heath. It is registered with the Electoral
Commission as covering those areas,

RESIDENTS® PARKING ZONE

The Lake Rise area has been plagued with commuter
parking for years and, for time to time, vour Residents’
Association has helped sorting out specific problems.
In November the Council decided to take a sledge-
hammer to crack a walnut and proposed that a Parking
Zone be imposed. All that is needed to be done to solve
the problem would be to have all parking banned for
just one hour during a weekday and have anv offenders
fined: this would very quickly sorted this out - BUT it
would have brought the Council little income. A
Parking Zone would have made the Council regular
money from residents, their visitors, and casual fines
from cars that had stopped to drop off items in the Zone
area and were unlucky enough to be trapped. The
majority of affected residents were opposed to the Zone
idea and many joined us at the December meeting of the
Residents” Association, talked the matter over, and then
formed themselves into a fighting committes, and e-
mailed Councillors, distributed ‘NO° posters in the
locality. At the January meetings of the Area
Committees we were delighted that the Council
accepted our objections to the Parking Zone and will be
imposing a single hour ban for commuters’™ vehicles.
From reports in the local papers vou would have
thought that we had been supported all along by our
Tory Councillors, even though they had suggested the
Parking Zone in the first place.

ASDA
This supermarket has again applied for 24 opening
Monday to Saturday and again vour Residents’

Asgociation has opposed on the grounds of all-hours
delivery traffic, safety of staff should liquor-secking
vobs on their way from night clubs call in. and of
general disturbance across the area by these same vobs
as they wend their uncertain way home.

LI¥ING IN THE REAL WORLD
We are still receiving comments from residents about
what a waste of monev the Council’s fortnightly
Conservative propaganda sheet is. I have been involved
in print buying for over 30 years and can tell vou that
we are being misled by the Tories running the Council.
Living magazine must be costing us Council Taxpayers
over £1M a vear. There is. of course. a need to tell
residents of Council activities like rubbish collection
times, telephone numbers and so on, but these could
easily and cheaply be given in leaflets, in the local press
or even by this Newsletter (see our Diary feature). Are
we really interested in photos of Councillors, who are
claiming the highest allowances in the country for part-
time jobs? This million pounds is a disgraceful waste of
our cash and could be spent on many other worthwhile
civic projects. We need to be nd of this spendthrift
Conservative administration.

IAN WILKES

MEMBERSHIP

On 31" December Pettits Residents’ Association had a
membership of 2,605 households, including 490 Life
Members. The response to our January envelopes has
already been encouraging, but, frankly, we need vour £1
or £10 subscription.

POT HOLES

The Council has announced that in future they will only
be ‘involved in Category One safety defects” that is a
hole in the road that is in excess of 40 mm deep and 300
mm wide.

NORTH STREET

The majority of people who jay-walk across North
Street are bus drivers who cross to or trom the garage,
but the Council is proposing a Puffin crossing about 50
vards south of that point and moving the bus stop there
to opposite the bus garage, thus achieving the worst
solution. Why not leave the bus stop in its present place
and put the Crossing near the junction with Park Drive?
Problem solved, we suggest.

MORE NORTH STREET
We had the cluster of advertising boards outside Brooks
Furniture removed — but they are creeping back.

FROM THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

Commenting on a complaint from Mr Arthur Purdey
about a large gas bill, a spokesman for North West Gas
said, “We agree it was rather high for the time of vear.
It’s possible Mr Purdey has been charged for the gas
used up during the explosion that destroyed his house.”






